Severe peristomal pyoderma gangrenosum: a case study.
Pyoderma gangrenosum is an autoimmune disease that often manifests itself as painful ulcers. When these ulcers occur in the peristomal area, symptom management and wound care must be balanced against the need to pouch the stoma. Although the treatment of pyoderma gangrenosum is not standardized, systemic steroid therapy is frequently used as first-line therapy. The WOC nurse is often asked to manage both the pouching needs and topical therapy of the patient with peristomal pyoderma ulcerations. This article describes the management of severe pyoderma gangrenosum ulcerations in a 59-year-old woman with a long-standing ileostomy.